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buildings which are not absolutely essential to the well
working of such an institution should be rigidly excluded
from the reconstructed hospital site. If this principle is
accepted and logically carried out much ground will be
gained, and, I opine, sufficient space will be obtained for the
erection of an up-to-date hospital.
The area per patient may not be ideal, but quite sufficient

to ensure good medical and surgical results. I tberefore
venture to think that the following structures which lie
within the present enclosure should be done away with:

i. The college and warden's house.
.2. The treasurer's house.
3. The chaplain's house.
.4. The church.
5. The great hall.
6. There is no real reason or necessity for the erection of a

,nurses' home upon a site which is so valuable.
Sleeping accommodation for a few emergency nurses would

meet all requirements, and the majority of the nurses should
4e provided with a house outside the hospital walls. I fully
agree with you that it is unfortunate that the Lord Mayor's
Committee sits with closed doors, and feel that good rather
than harm would come from a brief discussion of important
points in the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL.-I am, etc.,
Mawehe5th. AN OLD BART.'S STUDENT.

MIDWIVES FOR THE RURAL POOR.
SIR,-As a result of the Conference on March 3rd, reported

in the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL of March 7th, p. 559, an
association has been formed to train and supply midwives for
rural districts either to add to nursing associations already
formed, or to help very poor parishes -unable to support a
.nurse or midwife without assistance.

It is earnestly hoped that many who read this will gladly
help in starting this good work, for there must be necessary
-expense at first in organizing, training suitable women, and
assisting needy districts. At the same time every effort will
,be made to teach the people to help themselves, by small
subscriptions and payments, as has been found to answer so
well in Miss Broadwood's s5 stem.
The association will be on a broad basis including various

echemes suitable to different districts, but the advice and
help of the local doctor, will be sought in every instance, and
his fee paid, when called in.
The midwives chosen are to be homely women willing to

help the poor mother as much as they consistently can in the
-cottage.

I shall gladly hear from any willing to help or co-operate in
the work of the association.-I am, etc.,

Talborough, Sussex, March IzIth. JOSEPHINE JOHNSTONE.

SIR,-As the position of the certificated midwife is being
discussed, it may not be out of place to give briefly the
-experience of a medical practitioner in the country. Some
years ago a large meeting was called in this district to
-establish a parish nurse, who should be a certificated mid-
wife. There were many leading lights and ladies of title at
the meeting, to which the medical men of the district were
invited. I pointed out how a nurse might be a help or a
hindrance. A Ladies' Committee was formed, a subscription
solicited, and the nurse obtained. At first all went well,
until the committee went touting about for midwifery cases,
and the nurse became mixed up with some serious cases, and
so lost her nerve. The first nurse left, and so did others, who
could not face the responsibilities Jorced on them by the
5Ladies' Committee. At last a nuree was obtained sufficiently
subservient, the parish nursing was soon put into a very
second place, and the nurse-by the aid of the committee
and her own touting-soon assumed the rOle of an indepen-
dent practitioner in midwifery, quite dissociated lrom
the medical- men of the neighbourhood, and only
accountable to the Ladies' Committee. The medical men were
made assistants to the nurse without fee or reward. As the
nurs&'s practice increased, I was being continually called at a
moment's warning to undertake her bacL cases. The com-
mittee and nurse were making money, inasmuch as they
solicited patients on the understanding that "the doctor
would always follow the nurse if anything was wrong." This
induced many women who had hitherto been attended by a
doctor to engage the nurse, as it was pointed out to them that
it was such a saving. The poorest women were soon left to
the parish doctor. After being called in to many very serious
eases which could affcird to pay the ordinary fees, I wrote to

the committee pointing out that they were doing a great in-
justice to the resident practitioners, and thrusting the nurse
into the position of an illegal practitioner. - I was politely told
to mind my own business, and if I refused to be called in in
consultation they would make arrangements with anotber
medical man, and would offer.him a fee. I would not
countenance such unqualified practice, and the nurse, fearing
she might be left with a bad case on her hands, has resigned,
after nearly a year's unpleasantness with the committee and
herself on the one hand and myself on the other. The com-
mittee are seeking another nurse for the same object.

Is this the attitude that nurses under the Midwives Act are
to take up under the auspices of Mrs. Heywood Johnstone and
the Midwives Board ?-I am, etc.,
Burnham,Bucks, March ioth. ALFRED E. WILMOT.

THE INTERNATIONAL MEDICAL MANIFESTO ON
ALCOHOLISM.

SIR,-Your readers may possibly consider that Dr. Stavely
Dick's excellent reply to Dr. Datton's letter on the above was
sufficient. He certainly vindicates us from the chief charge
of confusing the use of alcohol as a beverage and as a medi-
cine. It cannot be too widely known that, whatever some of
us may think of the value of alcohol as a drug, the British
Medical Temperance Association does not prevent its mem-
bers from recommending alcoholic liquors to their patients at
their own discretion.
Dr. Datton attributes the crime and poverty which he admits

result from " drink," to the " vile substitutes " for alcohol con-
tained in it. It would be more to the point if he would prove
this unwarranted assertion. There may be some ingredients
in ordinary beer, wine, and spirits besides alcohol, but no
one has ever shown that the amount of these ingredients pre-
sent (omitting those in liqueurs) will, in the absence of ethylic
alcohol, have any appreciable effect. That the multitudinous
evils of drink could ever be due to anything but ethylic
alcohol without the cognizance of public analysts and authori-
ties generally is beyond belief. At all events, those who
totally avoid alcoholic liquors, whatever there may be in
them, avoid the cause of " a misery so great that it may be
truly said that if alcohol were unknown, half the sin and a
large part of the poverty and unhappiness of the world would
disappear," to quote the words of a great authority, although
a non-abstainer-the late Professor Parkes.
Dr. Dutton is talking wildly when he says that papers de-

voted to teetotalism place "all crime" on the shoulders of
drink. It shows that he has not made the " careful study "
he recommends. I would advise him and others to see what
is said by the hundreds of clergy, governors of gaols and work-
houses, judges, etc., in the report of the Convocation of
Canterbury, evidence not of " fanatical teetotalers," but of
men who know what they are talking, about. Let him also
read Dr. O'Gorman's Scientific Valuation ofAlcohol in Health
(is. 6d.), published at 33, Paternoster Row. If he can still re-
fuse to adopt the only practical plan. for prevention of these
evils he is more callous than I take him to be.
That some medical men follow the old custom of drinking

intoxicants (various amounts) at dinners, is no doubt true,
but how that can alter the facts of scientific experiment,
which prove that alcohol interferes with the normal functions
of the brain and does produce " progressive paralysis " of the
nerve centres from above downwards (Sir Lauder Brunton) I
fail to see. Certainly, if a patient, I should prefer to be treated,
either medically or surgically, by such doctors before, rather
than after, such a dinner. That such indulgence is
"harmless" is simply an opinion which evidence contra-
dicts.- I am, etc.
Enfield, March i4th. J. J. RIDGE, Hon. Sec. B.M.T.A.

SIR,-In July, I899, the Society for the Study and Cure of
Inebriety appointed a Research Committee to " investigate
the conditions under which the tendency to inebriety is
capable of transmission to offspring." The committee, of
which I had the honour to be a member, sat for the best part
of two years, holdingtwenty-one meetings. Beforeiesuing its
report it appealed (in addition to its ownl efforts) for informa-
tion to the readers of about thirty journals, among which were
the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL, the Lancet, and all other
publication which could be thought ofas likely to be interested
in the subject. It requested from them evidence in support
of the popular belief that parental drinking affects, injuriously
or otherwise, offspring subsequently born. Not one tittle of
evidence was furnished. The whole of the correspondentswho
replied confused post hoc with propter hoc, a logical error which
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seems to have vitiated the labours of all previous investigators.
Ultimately the Research Committee came to the following
conclusion:
There is no evidence that acquired characters are heritable. In par-

ticular there is no evidence that characters acquired by the parent
through indulgence in drink are inherited by the children subsequently
born. The Committee are aware that it Js possible that the mental and
physical states produced in the parent by indulgence in alcohol do affect
the child in some way through inheritance; again, they admit as possible,
though strictly speaking this is no"question of the inheritance of an
acquirement, that indulgence may so damage the parental tissues that
the germ is 'ill-nourished, and the child thus affected; yet again, they
admit as possible that the alcohol circulating in the parent's blood may
directly affect the germ,, and in this manner affect the offspring, as by
producing degeneracy. But these speculations have not been strongly
supported by any evidence tendered to the Committee.

It should be added that more than one member of the
Committee strongly protested against the last sentence I bave
quoted. They declared not only that no real evidence had
been furnished in support of the hypothesis that parental
drinking affects the offspring, but, on the contrary, that over-
whelming evidence had been furnished in proof that it does
not. On the other hand, "The International Medical
Manifesto "agreed upon by the Council of the British Medical
Temperance Assoeiation, etc., declares that
alcohol tends to produce in the offspring of drinkers an. unstable ner-
vous system, lowering them mentally, morally, and physically. Thus
deterioration of the race threatens us.

It is evident that this manifesto and the report of the
Research Committee are in direct antagonism. The President
and Trea'surer of the British Medical Temperance Association
were distinguished members of the Research Committee, the
latter gentleman acting as secretary. They have both affixed
their signatures to the manifesto. Presumably, therefore, the
Council of the Association cannot have been unaware of the
report issued by the Research Committee. Doubtless, the
discrepancy is due to the possession of fresh evidence which
hitherto has not been available; the only alternative being
the unpleasant supposition that the Council of the Temperance
Association is regrettably reckless in its statements of fact.
May I, then, beg the Council, and in particular the President
and theTreasurer, to publish,this new evidence ? By doing so it
would, in addition to justifying it own position, perform a
high service to both science and philanthropy.-I am, etc.,

Southsea, March s6th. G. ARCHDALL REID.

SIR,-I am sure the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL is not the
proper place for a controversy on alcohol, but as a signatory
to the manifesto, and as one of those attacked by Dr. Dutton,
perhaps you will allow me to ask him a few questions.
Has he studied the subject of alcohol at -all? Has he read

any of the scientific investigations on the action of alcohol
(unadulterated) published in the last thirty years? Is he
aware of the existence of the British Medical Temperance
Association? Has he ever read its journal ? Is he thirty
years behind the times? Is he willing to remain in the con-
tented ignorance of the general public on a subject about
which a medical man is expected to know ?-I am, etc..
Nenagh, March isth. R. MORTON, M.B.

COMMON LODGING-HOUSES.
SIR,-The small-pox epidemic in the north of England, and

in one inutance, at least, the placing a common lodging-
house under quarantine, offers an opportunity of directing
attention to these necessary places of accommodation.
Workmen of all kinds are compelled to be more migratory

than in former days. The casual ward helps to keep the
regular tramp in a state something approaching leanliness,
but a self-respecting workman would rather " rough it " under
a hedge or hayrick than accept the hospitality accorded there.
The writer has had more than enough experience of lodging-
houses lately, and would like to offer a few suggestions which
will come under the eyes of those most likely to set things
right, and thus do something,towards the common good. In
large towns, tha-nks to competition, and particularly to muni-
cipal lodging-houses, there can-be little fault found, but it is
in small places under 5,oco inhabitants, and many miles away
from anywhere, the greatest evils exist. Men are huddled
together, and proper. sanitation is the exception rather than
the rule.

HIere are a few hints which may help to mend matters:
First, double beds ought to be completely abolished, except
in the case of married couples; for human ingenuity could
not devise a better plan for circulating dirt and disease than

to make men sleep with different strangers perhaps seven
nights a week, Single beds, with proper space between, should
be enforced, and instead of a zinc bucket for the use of-the whole
room, chamber-utensils should be supplied to each bed; for
suppose a man suffers from some pulmonary complaint he
is obliged to expectorate somewhere, and that is most fre-
quently on the floor, where it will in time infect others.
Secondly, no place should be licensed which has not a water-
closet convenient, as it is not uncommon to have to go a cor -
siderable distance, which is -rather awkward during night-
time. Thirdly, the rules as to cubic space in kitchens and bed-
rooms is all but a dead letter in the smaller houses in out-of-
the-way places. Fourthly, so-called public-house and private
house lodgings are in many cases worse than registered
houses, as all they have to do is to charge 6d. a night in-
stead of 4d., and thus keep outside the category of common
lodging-houses. To remedy this, wherever more than six-
lodgers are taken-in either nightly or weekly, they should be
open to inspection and a higher figure than 6d. be made
the limit for exemption.

I will not further encroach on your space, but would finally
suggest that medical officers of health should, in company-
with a sanitary inspector or other cfficial, make occasional
surprise visits at night, and they will discover without being
told how disease is spread throughout the country.-I am,
etc.,
February 1oth. AN ARTIZAN.

POST-M,VORTEMH EXAMINATIONS FOR CORONERS IN
LONDON.

SIR,-The article by Dr. Major Greenwood, which appeared
in the SUPPLEMENT to the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL Or
March 7th, puts the matter now at issue so well that I hope-
it may materially help towards ending this unhappy and
much-to-be-regretted controversy. Dr. Greenwood notices,
several points not previously put forward, and I venture to
eommend his remarks to the notice of all]parties concerned.
I am, etc.,
March I6th. D. B. BALDING, F.R.C.S.,

Coroner for Herts.

SIR,-May I be allowed to accentuate the importance of
general principles in connexion with this question ?
The coroner holds office under the Crown. The local

authority elects him and pays him a salary, which, after elec-
tion, is a matter of agreement between him and the locat
authority, subject to the approval of the Crown. At the end
of five years the salary can be readjusted after agreementS
between the local authority and the coroner, failing agree-
ment by the Crown. The local authority pays the expenses.
of inquests, but has no jurisdiction over the actions of a
coroner.

It has become the practice for local authorities to require
candidates for the office of coroner to contract out of their
statutory privileges and rights. Thie has so far not been for-
bidden by the Crown. The trouble complained of arises fronm
this action of local authorities, and is apparently supported
by the Council of the Coroners' Society. I say apparently,
because they have certainly elected at least one gentleman to
their Council who has contracted out of the privileges of the
office. It appears obvious, if laws and Acts of Parliament are
to be worth anything, that the authorities who are respon-
Bible for their working should obey statutory requirements.
However, up-to-date people say: " Not at all. Every one should
be allowed to do as they please." Magistrates, for instance,
claim the right of granting exemptions from vaccination, not
in accordance with the law, but in accordance with their own
pet fads.
Local authorities show their contempt for Acts of Parlia-

ment at every turn, and are rarely called to order unless the-
auditor happens to find out that they have paid a few half-
pence in a manner not approved by auditors.

If anything is to be accomplished which is of any worth,.
the matter should be properly represented to the Lord Chan-
cellor by the Council of the British Medical Association, and
further waste of the space in the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL.
would be avoided.-I am, etc.,
Hatfield, March 17th. Lovi&LL DRAGE[.

THE DIAGNOSIS OF PULMONARY TUBERCULOSIS.
SIR,-I have read Dr. C. Theodore Williams's able lecture

on the diagnosis of pulmonary tuberculosis, in the BRIarsi
MEDICAL JOURNAL of March 14th, with much interest.


